
On 27-28 September 2016, as approximately 6,800 entomologists gathered in Orlando, Florida, USA, for the XXV 
International Congress of Entomology (ICE), nearly 200 members of the global entomological leadership community 

gathered for a policy summit aimed at sparking a movement to build a strong future for the science of entomology 

in service to society in the 21st century. Hosted by the Entomological Society of America (ESA)—the largest ento-

mological society in the world, with more than 7,000 members from more than 70 nations—the leadership summit 

discussed the global challenges of Invasive Insect Species, Public Health and Vector-borne Diseases, and Sustain-

able Agriculture, seeking solutions for how entomology can meaningfully contribute to meeting them. The results are 

synopsized below with a full report available online at http://bit.ly/2lxpwvC.

Report from ICE 2016: 
A Movement to Improve the Human Condition through Insect Science
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The Importance of Community:
We must create an international working group to collectively address these important issues. Through 

collaborative processes, we can blend our voices and create more meaningful outcomes.

The Importance of Effective Science Communication:
Technology has enabled the rapid sharing of information, but science has often been slow to utilize these 

tools. Scientists must get better at quickly providing accurate data to those who need it.

The Need for Coordination of Insect Scientists:
Entomology may be the most important discipline that many people have never heard of. Insect 

scientists must promote the profession and work together to build a movement for change.

www.entomologychallenges.org             For more information, contact ESA at 301-731-4535 or esa@entsoc.org

The Importance of Training, Jobs, and Credentialing:
Important employment gaps exist today and more will occur in the future. We need to develop bet-

ter ways to identify needs before they occur and develop a skilled, trained, and certifi ed workforce.

The Need to Rethink Scientifi c Funding:
Research funding has not changed appreciably for decades. This grant-based approach works well and 

won’t change soon, but more diverse funding solutions, including crowd-sourcing, are needed.


